
CSR PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN

137 PILLARS HOTELS & RESORTS

AND THE ELEPHANT NATURE PARK CHIANG MAI



Who
137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts Thailand and the Elephant Nature Park (ENP) Chiang Mai.

What
A CSR programme to raise much needed funds and global awareness for elephant 
conservation and reforestation in Thailand.

Elephants are the national symbol of Thailand and represent strength, loyalty, 
endurance and intelligence. These magnificent animals have a long history in Thai 
society and many locals believe that walking under one will bring you luck. The white 
elephant which is more pink in colour, signifies royalty in the Kingdom.  According to 
Buddhist tradition, on the eve of Buddha’s birth, his mother dreamed she was given a 
lotus flower by a white elephant. 

The Elephant Nature Park is a rescue and rehabilitation sanctuary in Chiang Mai 
and was  founded by Ms Sangduen Chailert (K. Lek) in 1996.
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Why
The partnership came about when Anne 
Arrowsmith, the Corporate General Manager 
of 137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts, was asked to 
showcase some of the unique aspects of 
Chiang Mai for a Thailand segment on The 
Today Show with Hoda and Jenna – a popular 
morning TV show in the USA, in 2021. Anne 
chose the ENP because of its authentic 
ethos and because it doesn’t allow the 
elephants to be ridden. What she thought 
would be days filming turned out to be a 
very spiritual experience as she met several 
of the elephants and interviewed K. Lek for 
the programme. Anne wanted to share this 
deeply meaningful, authentic experience 
with her hotel guests and to create a 
long-term partnership with the park to raise 
money to support the important work that 
K. Lek and her team do on a daily basis. 

Built in the late 1800’s 137 Pillars House 
once served as the headquarters for the 
Borneo Company who logged teak out of 
the jungle using elephants. While today 
both deforestation and using elephants in 
this manner are deeply inappropriate, sadly 
at the time this was not only acceptable but 
welcomed in the name of progress. 

“It seems very appropriate that we should 
form this long-term partnership with ENP 
to raise funds for the rescue and protection 
of these magnificent animals and to help to 
raise global awareness of the need to do so, 
as well as to be involved in reforestation of 
the area,” said Anne Arrowsmith, Corporate 
General Manager.  

When
The partnership was launched on World 
Elephant Day, 12 August 2021 and is an 
on-going long-term collaboration.

How
137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts will o�er guests 
at its hotels in Chiang Mai and Bangkok, an 
option to donate to ENP on check in with 
either a nominal amount of
 

as they choose (based on 137 Pillars name) or 
a larger one-o� donation if they prefer. 90% of 
donations will go to elephant conservation 
and 10% to reforestation. ENP will send a 
receipt and certificate to each donor.

This booklet is placed in each suite which 
you are welcome to keep as a souvenir for 
your donation. Elephant themed souvenirs 
are available in the boutique, from which 
proceeds will be donated.  

We have included more information on the 
following pages, provided by ENP and with 
their permission, for your reading pleasure 
and so you can learn more about these 
magnificent animals and the incredible  
work done by K. Lek and her team. 

per night

THB 100 THB 300 THB 700

To visit Elephant Nature Park while in Chiang Mai,
please contact your Butler or dial “0” 

Tour packages in Chiang Mai including round trip transportation
start from THB 3,500 (approx. USD110) per person

Prices are subject to applicable service charge and government tax.  

For more information, please contact +66 (0)53 247 788
or email info@137pillarshouse.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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In their time
of need
The covid-19 pandemic was a particularly 
di�cult period, with reduced income 
due to lack of tourism, which sadly 
a�ected our animals and the income we 
need to feed and care for them, along 
with bills for veterinary care.   We are 
deeply grateful for (and reliant on) 
donations, and thank you for any help 
you are able to give us during your time 
in Thailand and/or after you return home.

Duty of Care
Our duty of care is to all the animals 
under our protection, as well as our 
sta� and guests. We strive to provide 
the best environment possible for our 
rescued animals and deeply value the 
contributions made, which help us 
achieve our goals of providing a sanctuary 
for those who cannot speak for
themselves.

Elephant Nature Park
The Elephant Nature Park is an elephant rescue and rehabilitation center in northern 
Thailand where you can visit and volunteer to help our cause. We are located
approximately 60 km from Chiang Mai city and have provided a sanctuary for over a 
hundred distressed elephants from all over Thailand.

We have been involved in dozens of rescues which has resulted in our thriving 
elephant herd. The sanctuary also provides a natural environment for elephants, dogs, 
cats, bu�aloes and many other animals under our care. 

Volunteers and visitors contribute to the healing of the elephants and other rescued 
animals, while learning about their lives, both past and present. 

We also have other projects throughout Thailand, as well as in Cambodia, Laos
and Myanmar.
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1. Sanctuary for endangered
 species: 
We provide homes for these animals as 
well as contributing to their welfare and 
development.

2. Rain Forest Restoration: 

One of the most exciting developments 
at the park is our tree planting 
programme in the surrounding area to 
re-establish the ecological balance of 
plants and animals by the re-introduction 
of the rain forest. Since the park opened, 
over 100,000 trees have been planted 
in the Mae Taeng forest area where the 
park is located.  Species include 13 
types of perennial plants including Albizia 
Lebbeck, Ficus, Banyan Trees, Acacia, 
Poecilia and Pterocarpus Macrocarpus.

3. Cultural Preservation:
To maintain, as much as possible, the 
cultural integrity of the local community. 
By creating employment and purchasing 
agricultural products locally we are 
assisting the villagers in sustaining their 
distinct culture. Park managers are 
recruited locally to oversee the park’s 
progress.

4. Visitors Education:
To educate visitors, individuals, study 
groups, schools and interested parties 
on the plight of the endangered local 
species, in an engaging and constructive 
manner. Future phases will include 
audio/visual equipment and other 
modern educational aids. It is anticipated 
that small conferences and workshops 
will be organized at the park.

5. Autonomy 

To act independently of pressure groups 
and political movements that we 
consider contrary to the well-being of 
the park and the creatures in its care.

Press Coverage
ENP has received numerous awards from institutions including the Smithsonian. The 
founder was named Asian Hero of the Year by Time Magazine in 2005 and the park 
has been featured in many international publications including National Geographic 
Magazine as well as feature documentaries from respected film production compa-
nies – Discovery Channel, National Geographic, Animal Planet, BBC, CNN, KTV, RAI, 
major Thai language TV channels, printed press and radio stations. This coverage is 
invaluable in raising global awareness.

Elephant Nature Park
Mission Statement
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Of all the creatures of the world none mirrors the life term of man as the elephant. 
Living to the ripe old age of 70 years they mature in a very similar way as that of 
human beings.

The main di�erence is actually before they are born. The mother is pregnant for just 
short of two years before the baby arrives.

During their early years the calf follows the mother everywhere learning invaluable 
survival lessons from her and the rest of the herd. They will also have a special auntie, 
chosen by the mother as a pseudo-parent in case anything untoward should happen 
to her. A matriarch, chosen for her keen knowledge of the best feeding areas and skill 
in leading the herd is the undisputed ruler in the main group consisting of females of 
varying ages. Males are kept within this herd until they reach the age of around 13. At 
that time they are sent into exile with the other males and keep a distance of a few 
kilometers from the females, returning only when it is time to repopulate the herd.

Overview
Elephants in Thailand

The elephant is the largest land mammal on our planet – but it might not
be with us for much longer!

Ele-facts
Bulls can stand 2.7m (9ft) in height and weigh between 3 – 5 tonnes
 (2,721 – 4,535 kg or 6,000 – 10,000 lbs.)

Cows can stand 2.3 m (7.5 ft) in height and weigh between
 2.3 – 4.5 tonnes (2,086 – 4,082 kg or 4,600 – 9,000 lbs.)

Newly born baby elephants (calves)
 stand at around (0.9m) 3ft and weigh 90kg (200 lbs.)
 
Skin is around 2.5 cm (1”) thick

Brain weighs about 5 kg or 11 lbs. (4 times the weight of a human brain).
 Heart beats around 28 times per minute!

Despite its huge size the elephant has an extraordinary
sense of balance and extremely high tactile sense.
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They are secretive and shy, keeping 
their distance from other animals. Most 
of the day is spent eating and they 
consume an astonishing 200-300 kg of 
jungle fodder per day. They enjoy 
bamboo shoots, grass and all sorts 
of greens. They sometimes become
intoxicated after eating over-ripe fruit. 
In additional to this massive diet, of 
which only about 50% is digested, they 
drink around 150 litres of water daily. It 
is now clearly evident why it is wrong 
for them to be in the cities. There 
simply is no way they can get enough 
nourishment to keep them sustained. 
On average, elephants sleep for four 
hours at a time and lie down when they 
feel safe or when they are sick. Each 
elephant at ENP has their own sand bed 
to lay down on at night.

For over 5,000 years elephants have 
been in the service of man and, until a 
few centuries ago roamed over much of 
the planet. At the start of the 20th century 
there were over 100,000 of them in 
Siam (Thailand) and the numbers of the 
Asian elephant species would have 
been in the millions. Today there are 
only 3,000-4,000 alive in Thailand 
amidst a global population that has 
been estimated as low as 30,000.

In human terms this is less than the number 
of Arsenal soccer team supporters at 
an average home game. Just consider 
what our world would be like if that was 
all there were of us … so few that they 
could comfortably fit into a sports 
stadium.

Numbers have declined for a number of 
reasons, not least hunting but the 
biggest threat they face right now is 
through human population growth that 
encroaches onto their grazing land. 
They literally have nowhere left to go.

Coupled with the lack of work for the 
domestic elephant due to the 1989 
logging ban the future looks very bleak 
for the species indeed.

Fortunately for them, one lady is concerned 
with their plight and devotes much of her 
time to helping them. Sangduen Chailert 
(K. Lek) has initiated a programme to 
look after sick animals. Covering the 
entire northern region she travels to 
instruct the mahouts (elephant trainers) 
on basic health care and diet. Injections 
and pi l ls are administered when 
necessary–more often than not-as well 
as wound cleaning.

Although the mahouts have been with 
their elephants for a number of years 
they still need fundamental advice on 
how to care for their animals. From 
overwork to worms there are many 
subjects beyond the scope of most 
mahouts and K. Lek visits teach them how 
to keep their animals healthy, happy 
and in prime condition. She calls on 
over one dozen elephants per week and 
sometimes more than that in one single 
day. Her travels take her over some very 
rough terrain accessible only by four 
wheel-drive vehicles.

Medicine is expensive and mostly 
comes via donations from well-wishers 
and donors via the Save Elephant
Foundation. Medical help is given free 
to impoverished mahouts and without 
it their elephants would soon succumb 
to disease and perish. It is di�cult to 
a�ord the medication but so far 
resources have just manged to cover it.
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Ele-Facts
There are two di�erent species of elephant – the African (Loxodonta africana) and 
the Asian variety (Elephas maximus). The former is larger and there are a few distinct 
di�erences. The African species numbers are estimated at approximately 500,000 
whilst the Asian variety has fallen to a disturbingly low estimated figure of below 
30,000.

There are a number of elephant races within the Asian species. For instance the Indian 
elephant, is bigger, has longer front legs and a thinner body than their Thai counterparts. 
As the park deals exclusively with Thai elephants we will concern ourselves with this 
particular species. The facts are, however, generally applicable to all types of Asian 
Elephants.

Various authorities di�er somewhat on exact details. Using our own experience and 
taking into account numerous sources, we present you with our own interpretation. 
Elephants, like human beings, can and do vary in many characteristics, emotions and 
personality.

Asian Elephants – Existing Numbers

The Asian Elephant, still known to many as the Indian Elephant, is o�cially an endangered 
species. Present numbers have dropped to an alarmingly low level with estimates of 
under 30,000 left in the entire world. This disturbingly small number of survivors is 
epitomised by the fact that these gentle beasts have been exterminated from large 
areas of their former habitat.

In Thailand there are an estimated 3,000-4,000 elephants. Around half of this 
number are domesticated; the remainder living wild in National Park Reserves. Some 
300 su�er under appalling conditions in Bangkok.  It is notable that at the start of the  
20th century (1900 AD) over 100,000 elephants graced the Siamese (Thai) countryside.

Map showing existing areas
where wild elephants
still live (WWF)

Elephants in the 1950’s
used by the Borneo
Company for teak logging
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Elephant Abuse
They are forced to walk on hot tarmac roads by gangs of elephant owners to beg for 
fruit and food.  The owner often buys the elephant purely to obtain begging money 
from sympathetic passers-by. As he has scant experience with  animal training, the 
hapless creature is cruelly treated and beaten as the rider becomes impatient. In the 
city the animal cannot possibly get the required amount of food and water necessary 
for its daily nourishment so it plods the hot polluted streets, thirsty hungry and 
confused. These animals quickly su�er from stress through polluted air, poor diet, 
dehydration, loneliness and their sensitive ears are soon damaged.  Much of the fruit 
purchased from local sellers has been treated with chemicals and causes serious 
stomach problems and eventually death.

Other forms of less apparent abuse come in the form of pet baby elephants featured 
at hotels and entertainment complexes. Although the animals may seem happy 
enough they are invariably fed the wrong diet, su�er from loneliness and boredom 
and will soon die. Many unwitting tourists, delighted at the sight of a “cute” baby 
elephant, are completely unaware that the lifespan of the creature is likely to be only 
a few years.

The Problems
There are a number of important factors to consider but we will deal with the four 
main ones;

First and foremost is human encroachment in the domain of the elephant.   With a fast 
growing population Asia does not have the land resources for both humans and the 
indigenous wildlife populations.  There is not a government in the world that will 
sacrifice its voters in favour of mere animals.

Second is greed.  Whilst it is inevitable that much land is set aside for growing human 
populations there are a number of influential persons seeking huge land areas for 
personal gain. Illegal logging and such environmentally detrimental pursuits lead to a 
reduction in grazing or browsing land for the animals.

Third is poaching for ivory or skin for aphrodisiacs which the elephant is said to 
possess.

Fourth is sport. Unbelievably there are such deluded souls amongst us that actually 
think the killing a defenseless animal is sport.  Wealthy patrons of these games are 
willing to travel and pay handsomely for the sheer pleasure of “bagging” an elephant.
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Elephant Anatomy
SENSORY PERCEPTIONS

Elephant Senses: Sight

Sight
An elephant’s sight is quite poor and they can 
only see for short distances of up to 20 metres. 
In bygone days elephant riders mounted on 
tame elephants were able to venture unnoticed 
into wild herds to select those suitable for 
training and subsequent sale. The eye is small in 
comparison with the head and there is only a 
vestigial tear gland.  Elephants do not have a 
tear duct and ‘tears’ simply evaporate or run 
down the cheek.  Sight improves when in jungle 
areas or shade. The poor eyesight is more than 
compensated by excellent hearing, sense of 
smell and tactile sense.

Hearing 

They have excellent hearing superior to that of 
humans.  Large ears act as amplifiers and warn 
of possible dangers. Asian elephant’s hearing 
ability is amongst the best of all land creatures. 
They communicate in extremely low ranges and 
sounds can travel many kilometers. It is thought 
that this ability is mainly used when communicating 
between a female in heat looking for a suitable 
male companion. The sound made is beyond 
the range of the human ear but is said to 
contribute to the “rumble in the jungle”. The 
“knuckle” found at the back of the ear is 
amongst the softest parts of the body and is 
used by professional elephant riders (mahouts) 
to steer and direct them.  The ear of the Asian 
(pictured left) and African elephant di�ers in 
shape. The Asian’s is said to resemble a map of 
India; the African’s a map of the African continent.
 

Smell 
They have a highly developed sense of smell 
thought to be superior to that of any other land 
mammal.  Their nostrils are, of course at the tip 
of the trunk. They use smell to di�erentiate 
between di�erent herd members. One of the 
first things a calf smells is the dung of the 
mother. When dropped, shortly after the calf’s 
birth, the baby elephant associates with her 
scent. They can detect scents from long 
distances, up to several kilometres.
 

Elephant Senses: Hearing

Elephant Senses: Smell
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Touch
Acute deftness of balance is achieved by high 
tactile sense. The trunk, an incredibly versatile 
organ, contributes greatly to this ability and is 
covered in a separate section.  Elephants love to 
touch each other and explore friends with their 
trunk, using it like an arm, or to sni� at their mate. 
They are extremely sensitive creatures. They 
also use touch for much more important activities. 
When they walk on untested ground they use 
the trunk to feel out the safe route. When they 
are assured of the grounds firmness they place 
the front foot forward. The rear foot then goes 
exactly into the same footprint. 
 

Taste
Their taste is comparable to all higher animals 
and they can easily distinguish between unsuitable, 
suitable and favoured fodder. Elephants love to 
eat so much that they spend 20 hours per day 
snacking and eating. They can consume some 
200-300 kg of jungle foliage per day and drink 
up to 150 litres of water. They grow six sets of 
teeth during approximately 70 years of life. 
When the last row of teeth grinds down the 
animal will generally die from hunger. Contrary 
to popular belief in the west, elephants generally 
do not display a preference for buns or sweet 
cakes, preferring jungle food.
 

Heartbeat
The table below illustrates the di�erence in 
resting heartbeats between mouse, man and 
elephant.

 

NOTE: If your heart is beating as fast as the 
mouse or as slow as the elephant see a doctor 
immediately.

Mouse

500 beats
per minute

Man

70 beats 
per minute

Elephant

30 beats
per minute

Elephant Senses: Touch

Elephant Senses: Taste
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Breeding Patterns and Birth
Males are highly individualistic and only join the herd for mating seasons. Their penis 
is retractable, there is no scrotum and the testicles are housed internally. Males duel 
each other with the winner claiming steed rights for the whole herd. Deaths 
sometimes occur from wounds inflicted in these duels.

The female runs away coyly for a short while, as part of a ritual, before submitting to 
her victorious mate. The bull then mounts the female from behind gripping her body 
with his fore feet upon her pelvis and assumes a standing posture. Copulation takes 
around 20 seconds with very little movement or noise. Mating continues promiscuously 
(with other herd males), for two days after which the most powerful bull drives o� the 
others. He then remains with the cow for around three weeks.

The female, when pregnant, carries the calf for 22 months and when parturition 
(birth) occurs other herd cows form a circle around the pregnant cow. She assumes a 
squatting position while giving birth and the birth takes around 2 hours.

In regions where large carnivores, such as big cats, prey upon newly born animals the 
mother forms alliances with other herd members. Mother and associated protectors 
then blow dust over the new-born calf with their trunks in order to dry it. Just two 
hours after birth the calf can stand up and begins to suckle the mother.
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Life Cycle
The life cycle of the elephant is remarkably similar to that of an average human
being; as follows:
• Suckle using the mouth, not trunk
• Are weaned on milk between two – four years. Although the elephant will  
 naturally be attracted to its mother, other cows in the herd often take turns
 to look after the baby
• If the mother dies then the other cows (aunties) look after the orphaned baby
• Elephants can bear young at age 16
• Begin work at 16 years
• Are fully grown at 20 years old
• Are in their working prime between 20-40 years
• Start going bald around 30 years
• Begin to slow down at 40 years
• Live around 70 years
• Are on light duties only when they reach 50
• An elephant will be able to tell if a corpse is from the same herd. If so then the  
 whole herd will avoid that area, apparently out of respect. This is so even when
 the bones are buried. The reason for this phenomena but may be attributed to
  their acute sense of smell and possible other unknown factors

Size
• Largest of all land creatures
• A bull can stand 2.7m (9ft) in height
• Weigh between 3 – 5 tonnes (2,721 – 4,535 kg or 6,000 – 10,000 lbs.)
• Female elephants can stand 2.3 m (7.5 ft) in height
• Weigh between 2.3 – 4.5 tonnes (2,086 – 4,082 kg or 4,600 – 9,000 lbs.)
• Newly born baby elephants (calves) stand at around (0.9m)
 3ft and weigh around 90kg (200 lbs.)  
• Despite its huge size the elephant has an extraordinary sense of balance
 and an extremely high tactile sense
• The brain of the elephant weighs about 5 kg or 11 lbs.
 (4 times the weight of a human)
• Has the largest ears of any creature
• Skin is around 2.5 cm (1�) thick

Diet
• Are purely vegetarian, herbivore
• Eat around 200-300 kg of fodder per day
• Drink about 150 litres of water
• Favoured foods include: Bananas, bamboo, berries, mangoes, coconuts,
 corn, jungle shrubs, palm fruits, sugar cane, wood apples and wild rice.
 In western Zoos they are often fed bread and have developed a taste
 for this type of food. The popular myth that elephants love buns probably
 stems from this peculiarity
• Salt is essential and the elephant shows a distinct liking for it
• The elephant’s digestion system is quite ine�cient and only around 50% of
 the fodder eaten is utilised
• Cold climates cause stomach aches
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Trunks
Trunks are arguably the most versatile of all animal organs. The trunk can be used for 
such diverse tasks as shifting a 600 kg log to picking up a coin. It is a boneless mass 
of flesh and has up to 100,000 muscles that can bend easily. It is 2 metres long and 
weighs around 140 kg. The trunk has a small finger like lip at the end which can
distinguish between size, shape, texture, hot and cold. The animal uses its trunk to 
feed and drink by bringing food and water to the mouth, breathe, make noises, caress 
its young and sometimes even fight. When totally submerged in water the trunk can 
also be used as a snorkel. Trunks can hold six litres of water and are often used as a 
flexible shower hose pipe. It is a superb organ of smell, and can be directed easily 
toward the source.

By beating the ground violently with the trunk the elephant signals its anger or 
displeasure. This emotion equates to desk-banging in humans.

When an elephant is on unsteady or unfamiliar ground it will use the outside of the 
trunk to beat the earth, determining if the ground is firm enough to walk on. Once 
safety is substantiated the front foot is moved forward onto the tested area. The rear 
foot follows and is carefully placed in exactly the same footprint.

It is indeed a sad state of a�airs that the evolution of the human being failed to develop 
this remarkable organ of smell and touch. We can all imagine situations when it could 
have been an invaluable asset.

Tusks and Teeth 

• Males have tusks of up to 1.5 – 1.8m in length whilst the females do not have
 tusks at all
• Milk tusks are fully grown at just 2 inches long and are shed before the calf reaches
 its second birthday. Permanent tusks then begin to grow
• Tusks are, in fact teeth (incisors) and are classified as ivory. The only other creature
 to have ivory teeth is the walrus
• The purpose of the tusk is to dig for food, clear debris, fight and to carry heavy 
 loads of up to 1 tonne, such as timber
• Molars (grinding teeth) are at least 30 cm, 1 ft long and weigh about 4 kg, 8.8 lbs.
 The animal has only four of these teeth at any one time. New molars form in the
 back of the mouth and push the old ones forward and out completely. An elephant
 usually grows six sets of these molars in a life-time, the final set grows when it is
 about 40 years of age. When the last set decays, around 70 years, the elephant
 finds it hard to eat and subsequently a great many are likely to die of starvation.
• Tusks never stop growing

Related Animal Species

All other members of the proboscidea animal order are now extinct. Historically there 
were some 300 di�erent species that belonged to this category. These included 
mastodons, mammoths and pygmy elephants believed to have died out in Southern 
Thailand in the early 1920’s.  The nearest current relative to elephants are the dugong 
and manatees, sometimes referred to as seacows, which belong to the sirenia order. 
Fossil and other scientific studies indicate that in a geological time frame, this is a 
fairly recent branching o� from a common ancestor.
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Two Heart Warming Rescue Stories
San Mueng’s Life Without Chains At ENP

3 Jun 2021
 

San Mueng is 8 years old and was taken from his mother and left home when 
he was only three years old. Since that time he has known only the zoo where 

he was trained to perform in an elephant show to entertain guests.

San Mueng and Tang Mo lived 
together at the zoo since San 
Mueng was 3 years old 
where they were chained

Tang Mo is a 23 year old female elephant who spent years performing. She 
and Tang Mo were chained at the zoo which closed due to Covid-19 

pandemic, on 11 August 2020.  We moved Tang Mo to ENP but 
unfortunately  had to leave San Mueng behind at that time as we didn’t have 

enough funds to rescue him. San Mueng displayed deep sadness and 
mourning when he saw Tang Mo leave him behind. It was just heart-breaking.

San Mueng lived alone
at the zoo after
Tang Mo went to ENP
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After rescuing Tang Mo we tried to 
bring San Mueng to live at ENP 

with his foster sister as he missed 
her deeply. Fortunately, due to the 
overwhelming support we raised 
enough funds to free San Mueng 

from the zoo in less than 24 hours! 
With the generous donations from 

our supporters we could rescue 
this young boy and bring him 

home. We are so grateful to see 
him happy with his new life at ENP 
and to be reunited with Tang Mo.

It is common after most rescues to receive 
elephants at our project carrying a lifetime 

of trauma. San Mueng is not alone in his 
initial disoriented condition. Almost all 

experience some degree of stress-related 
behavior, some far more than others. His 
eyes still looked empty. When San Mueng 
arrived at ENP, he seemed very surprised. 

He scrambled to get o� the truck, and 
when his feet touched the ground, he 

trumpeted very loudly.

San Mueng lived alone

at the zoo after Tang Mo left him to ENP

San Mueng smiling in anticipation
of his upcoming freedom

San Mueng was transported

by the truck to ENP
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After bringing Tang Mo to meet the 
boy, at first he seemed happy, but a 
short while later, he seemed to lose 
interest. Our team stayed close to 

observe him and to understand and 
help him. He was more calm, but 
still showed trauma with his eyes 

always downcast. 

Elephants can express deep 
feelings through their eyes. Look 
at San Mueng’s eyes on his first 

day after being rescued. In a 
short while, we can see the smile 
on his face and his eyes are more 

relaxed and gentle. With our 
love, care and his freedom, we 
could heal this young boy in

a short time.

San Mueng arrived at ENP

San Mueng looks more calm after

a few weeks living at the park

Tang Mo touches San Mueng's

 face tenderly with her trunk

San Mueng and Tang Mo
enjoy fresh grass together

The eyes of San Mueng
when he first arrived the park
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Baby Wan Mai (whose name means new day or new beginning) was born tiny and 
premature on May 2nd 2020, but was very strong. She was rescued from a riding 
camp by K. Lek Chailert, the founder of Save Elephant Foundation and Elephant 

Nature Park. She arrived with her mother Mae Mai, a 31 year old female mother on 
Sunday 7 June 2020. Mae Mai had a di�cult life in the tourist industry over many 
years. Now she is able to live in peace and harmony at Elephant Nature Park with 
her daughter and in the wonderful company of granny Sri Nuan who is the great 

nanny of baby Wan Mai. 

It is overwhelming to see this beautiful family thriving. Wan Mai is growing up fast 
and safely and is very happy at Elephant Nature Park. Thank you for all your  kind 

support to help us take care of these amazing creatures.

Our deepest thanks to everyone 
who has helped us change the 
lives of these beautiful animals. 
With hands and hearts united, 

we can overcome obstacles and 
accomplish great things.

It is wonderful to update you on 
San Mueng’s new and happy life. 
You can see the healthy young 
male elephant he has become. 
He is more relaxed and playful. 

San Mueng becomes a chubby boy

Baby Wan Mai
when she first 
arrived at ENP
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There are more stories of rescued elephants
which you can read on the following links.  
• The new life of Mae Mai at Elephant Nature Park, she’s now living free at her forever home. 
 https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/the-new-life-of-mae-mai-at-elephant-nature-park-shes-now-free-forever/ 

• Bai Cha’s story, many decades of working until the last five years of freedom at ENP.
 https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/bai-chas-story-many-decades-of-working-life-until-the-last-five-years-of-freedom-at-enp/ 

• A beautiful transformation of Kham Pang, the elephant who was rescued 3 months ago.
 https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/a-beautiful-transformation-of-kham-pang-the-elephant-who-was-rescued-3-months-ago/ 

• Update Gluay Hom, the sweet boy who lived in chains for many years.
 https://www.elephantnaturepark.org/update-gluay-hom-the-sweet-boy-who-lived-with-chain-for-many-years/
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HOW TO DONATE

It costs approximately US$30 per day to feed one elephant, excluding vet and 
mahout expenses. Donations are vital for the future of each of ENP’s elephants.  

If you wish to continue supporting this important and worthy cause once you
return home, or if you have family and friends who would like to do so, donations
can be made through Spotfund.com by Scan QR Code below.

For bank transfers, please put “Donation to ENP” in the notes on the bank transfer 
form and email a copy to us at info@137pillarshouse.com, with “Donation to ENP’’
in the subject heading so we can process the donation for you. You will receive
an e-receipt from ENP. Thank you for your valued support.

Account Name: Wongphanlert  Holding  Co.,Ltd
Bank Name: Siam Commercial Bank (SCB)
Account Type: Saving Account    
Branch Name: McCormick Hospital Chiang Mai
Account Number: 731-224-435-0
Swift Code: SICOTHBK

or by bank transfer from any country, to the bank account 
for 137 Pillars House below.






